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FARMERS PROTEST 01 


See Further 
Increase In 
Living Cost 


Minimum Food Requirements 


Go Up 65% Since 1939 With 
More Boosts Coming 


AS CONTROLS OFF 


OTTAWA. — Concern of the 


Canadian Congress of Labour at 
living costs outstripping wages is 
receiving strong support from 
welfare workers. The seriousness 
of the situation is accentuated by 
the fact that sharp increases in 
a number of essential foods are 
expected within the next few 
months. 

The medical director of the 
Montreal Child Welfare Associa- 
tion said recently: ‘Pre-school 
children are actually showing the 
effects of lack of adequate food.” 


Another welfare official put it|' 


even more bluntly: “Thirty per 
cent of Canadians are semi- 
starved today, even though they 
may not be hungry.” 

In 1940 the Canadian Medical 
Association prepared a report on 
minimum food requirements for. 
a family of five. Cost of milk, 


vegetables, fruit, eggs, meat and 
fish came to $8.95 a week. In 
May the Montreal Welfare Fed- |. 
eration did some careful buying 
and found it cost $14.78 to meet 


(Continued on Page 8) 


People who a few years ago 
would have been allowed to die 
are now being restored to health 
again by the infusion of some- 
body else’s blood into their veins. 
Until now it has been a mighty 
costly business, $25.00 a shot. In 
some cases it has run into hund- 
reds of dollars. On top of a hos- 
pital bill it is for a poor person 
an intolerable burden, and too big 
a burden for almost anyone. To 
take care of this need the Red 
Cross has started its wonderful 
blood transfusion service. The 
first unit was opened in Vancou- 
ver last January. The second 
unit began in Edmonton, for Al- 
berta, last month. Already scores 
of people have received benefit 
from it. The blood is given under 
a contract between <the hospitals 
and the Red Cross, with the stipu- 
lation that there is to be no 
charge of any kind for it. Previ- 
ously a pationt could arrange for 
donors but he still had to pay the 
hospital a service charge. Under 
the Red Cross scheme the patient 


* pays nothing, for the blood or for 


the service. That is the only 
basis on which a hospital can have 
the service. That is the only basis 
on which the Red Cross would do 
it. ‘The blood is given voluntarily. 
There must be no charge for it 
to anybody. 
fe oe of 

It is interesting to attend one 
of the clinics, if only to seo the 
people come in. Strangely enough, 
or maybe not so atrangely, the so- 
called ‘‘weaker” sex predominate. 


(Continued on page 8) 


STUFF || NEW RIDINGS 


New Price Peak 
JULY 19 
1947 


JULY 20 FE 
1946 


BUILDING 
MATERIALS 


JULY 20 
1946 


Charts show advance in whole- 
sale. prices.to new-postwar ‘peak 
as reported by U.S. Labor Dept. 
bureau of labor statistics. Read- 
ing down, building materials, 
up 31.9% over last year; food, 
up 18.3% and _ textiles, up 
26.4%. Other figures, not 
shown, were hides and leather 
products, up 24%; farm prod- 
ucts, up 14.6%, and housefur- 
nishings, up 16.8%. (Federat- 
ed Pictures) 


ry 


CAUSE SOME 
BITTER TALK 


Coldwell Opposes Present 
Form of Redistribution of 
Commons Seats 


OTTAWA, (CPA)—Final flurry 
of the 1947 session of Parliement 
was the punchy debate over the 
redistribution bill, which in- 
creases the number of seats in 
the Commons from 245 to 255 
and which threatens to swamp 
five important Conservative seats 
including the one Saskatchewan 
outpost, Lake Centre. 

Bitterly the Progressive-Conser- 
vative leader, John Bracken, called 
down the government for “unfair- 
ness,” “partisanship”, and “dis- 
crimination”, declaring that the 
newly-drawn Lake Centre constitu- 
ency, with a predominantly C.C.F. 
territory added to the north and 


(Continued on Page 7) 


RADIO FUND DOES 
A BAD NOSE DIV 


This week's radio list is a shock | 


to the faithful. This is a time 
when Radio is important and if it 
is to be continued the roceipts 
will hate to be Kept up. ° This 
week’s list is a total of $7. What 
to do about it. 

Received at the office: Myr. L. 
H. Woody $8, J. R. Hartman £1, 


Unions Are 
Turning To 


Co-operative! 


See Way to Lick Profit Prices 
Which Keep Real Wages 
Below Decent Standard 


ACTION PLANNED 


OTTAWA.—-The possibility of 
combating high prices through co- 
operatives is attracting increas- 
ing attention in union ranks. In 
Canada co-operatives are already 
well established among’ union 
workers in Nova Scotia and in 
Northern Ontario. Labor is defi- 
nitely on record as endorsing the 
principle of co-operatives, 

Recently the C.I.0. issued a 
special pamphlet advising its 
members to use co-operative own- 
ership. 

“The dollars we now. spend 
with private corporations often go 
to support the people who oppose 
Labour’s program,” the CIO says. 
“Co-operative ownership turns 
that support ‘in our direction and 
can put the power of big industry 
on our side instead of on the side 
of ‘reaction. , 


“The produce-cheap, sell-dear 
policy can’t be licked if we con- 
centrate on only one side of it. 
It is in this search for a price pro- 
gram to go with our wage pro- 
gram that American Labour is 
discovering the consumer co-oper- 
ative movement.” 


The relationship of Canadian 
Labour to co-operatives is the 
subject of a broadcast which will 
be released shortly in the Con- 
gress radio transcription service. 
Art Musgrave, Educational Di- 
rector of the Ontario Co-opera- 
tive Union, has this to say in the 
broadcast: “We co-operators are 
very much interested in the 
Labour movement. We welcome 
your interest in our movement. It 
seems to us that workers can 
benefit most both by getting ade- 
quate wages and by getting more 
for those wages through co-oper- 
ative action.” 

Members of the International 
Union of Mine, Mill and Smelter 
Workers at Port Colborne and the 
United Steelworkers of America 
at Windsor are currently investi- 
gating the possibilities of start- 
ing consumer co-operatives. 


% 


Wants Unity | 


Pres. Daniel J. Tobin of the In- 
ternational Brotherhood of 
Teamsters (AFL) told a maga- 
zine writer that ‘tremendous 
pressure” from rank-and-file 
unionists could bring about a 
unified labor movement strong 
enough to lick ‘‘those politici- 
ans who have tried to destroy 
us.’ (Federated Pictures). 


interpretation of a 


600 Attend 
Meeting To 
Voice Anger 


Hon. E. A. Ansley Defends 
Policy of Allowing by Cor- 
porations to Monopolize 
Fieid 


STIMPFLE SPEAKS 


It is not now and it never has 
been any part of the policy of the 
Social Credit government to ad- 
vocate or initiate ownership and 
control of the natural resources 
of the province of Alberta by the 
people in the interest of people. 

The foregoing is not a direct 
quotation but is the only possible 
statement 
made by Hon. E. A. Ansley to a 
meeting in Calmar, Friday eve- 


-Ining, Aug. 8th. 


HARRY ARCHIBAL 
M.P. FOR SKEENA 


ALBERTA VISITOR 


En route to: the north part of 
his constituency by plane, H. G. 
Archibald, M.P. for Skeena, had 
a stop over in Edmonton, on 
Monday of this week. 


Having trained here for service 
in the Marine Section of the Air 
Force in the late war, Mr. Archi- 
bald had plenty of acquaintances 
to look up. ‘There is a definite 
feeling of change,’ he predicts. 
The north is a country of won- 
derful future and will not be 
satisfied long with the limited 
representation it now has in the 
Dominion Parliament, he thinks. 

The last session had many good 
features but to a man who has 
been direct in his actions and 
speech he finds the red tape and 
excessive debate more than tedi- 
ous. 


Mr. Archibald is one of the 
young and vigorous C.C.F. mem- 
bers elected to the House of Com- 
mons in 1945. <A boilermaker by 
trade, resident in Prince Rupert, 
he is particularly fitted to repre- 
sent labor in the political struggle. 
He was more than pleased by the 
fighting front put up by his col- 
leagues, C.C.F., in the House of 
Commons. 


Alberta Wheat Pool Hits 
At Grain Trade Propaganda 


Calling attention to the tortu- 
ous propaganda of the Canadian 
grain trade, the current issue of 
the Alberta Wheat Pool Budget 
says farm people should not be led 
astray’ by “the subtle and = un- 
founded arguments of the sup- 
porters ‘of speculative grain mar- 
keting.” , 

Tha article, in part, follows: 

“The- passage of the years has 
developed a curious situation with 
regard to the selling of Canadian 
geheat. Soventoon years ago tho 
Wheat Pools ware boing helabor- 
ed the length and breadth of 
Canada by the grain trade for try- 
ing to “Roid up’? the British con- 
sumers. The trade in the United 


Mrs. F. A. Billinghurst $2, Alex | Kingdom and in Europe jeined 


Halwy $1. 


in the chorus, and it was even 


stated that British millers were 
boycotting Canadian wheat be- 
cause ofthe tactics of the Wheat 
Pools. | 

“The price of wheat then was 
about $1.25 a bushel, At that 
‘time Great Britain was a relative- 
ly prosperous nation and the same 


could be said of continental Eur | 


ope. Food was in fair abundance 
and there was no. starvation in 
Europe. * : 
“The Wheat Pools are now 
being accused by the supporters 
of speculative marketing of holde 
ing down the price “of Canadian 
wheat. They state that if Cana- 
dian wheat? had brought world 
prices last crop year it would; 
have meant an additional revenue 
* (Continued on page 8) 


The meeting which packed a 
hall to capacity, estimated at 600 
men and women, gathered as a 
result of a call by the Farmers’ 
Surface Rights Protective Associ- 
ation, to discuss the first deci- 
sion given by the Board of Arbi- 
tration, Right of Entry. Arbitra- 
tion Act. To this meeting an in- 
vitation to attend had been ex- 
tended to Hon. Mr. Tanner, Min- 
ister of Land and Mines, and Hon. 
Earl Ansley, Minister of Educa- 
tion and M.L.A. for Leduc con- 
stituency. Mr. Tanner was not 
able to be present. Andrew 
Borys, President of the Associa- 
«.on was chairman of the meeting. 


Ansley Speaks 

Hon. Mr. Ansley spoke for two 
and one-quarter hours, to explain 
the policy of the provincial gov- 
ernment in respect to the oil re- 
sources of the province. Read 
clause by clause, and assessed as 
generous and proper the decision 
% the Board of Arbitration 

varding surface damage to the 
owner of a particular quarter sec- 
tion as a result of drilling, at 
$1,400. 


Oil Companies Losing? 

Mr. Ansley tended to play down 
the size and importance of the 
Leduc oil field. He restated the 
position taken by the Social Cre- 
dit speakers in the election cam- 
paign of 1944, that the oil de- 
velopment had cost the companies 
millions of dollars more than their 
returns had been to date. He ad- 
mitted later under questioning 
that the Imperial Oil, the only 
company now operating on pro- 

(Continued on Page 8) 


CN. NET EARNINGS 
SHOW DOWN TREND 


MONTREAL — Operating rev- 
enues for the Canadian Nationai 
System, all-inclusive, for tho 
month of May amounted. to 
$88,554,000. Operating expen- 
Ses were 834,250,000. The nes 
revenue waa 84,304,008. In May, 
1946, revenues were 830, 784,0083 
expenses, 827,396,008; ond 298 
revenue $8,388,000. 

Bor the fired five wanthe 6? tho 
year, 
$174,S49,000; Qperating engonace 
$161,290,000; ang nes rerenus 
$18,559,000,° The comparative 
figures for 1946 were: revenues 
SiS4—9554,000; | expenses ©, $129, 
404,000; and Wet revenue $15,- 
150,000, 
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IS recent six-weeks’ | 
: of the province had con- 
vinced him that the peo- 


ple of Saskatchewan are 
ever more enthusiastically behind 
the provincial government today 
than they were three years ago, 
said Premier T. C. Douglas, re- 
porting as provincial leader to the 
C.C.F. convention in Saskatoon 
last week. 

Speaking of the future, Pre- 
mier Douglas said that “If we are 
to have more and better social 
services, then we must take steps 
to create new wealth that will 
belong to the people of the prov- 
ince and which can be vused to 
finance over higher standards of 
social security.” 

The full text of Premier Doug- 
Jas’ speech follows: 

The past year has been one of 
activity and accomplishment for 
both the government and_ the 
elected members of the legisla- 
ture. Not only have they attend- 
ed to their executive duties, but 
considerable time has been devot- 
ed to keeping in touch with con- 
stituency organizations and with 
the public generally through con- 
ventions, public meetings and 
whatever other opportunities have 
presentdéd themsclyes for keeping 
in touch with the people we repre- 
pent. 

Needs Special Care 


In building the kind of demo- 
cratic movement we envisage in 
the C.C.F. there are many prac- 
tical problems which have to be 
worked out requiring constant 
consultation and co-operation. 

In a people’s government, the 
ceabinot must work closely with 
the elected members. They 
must also keep in touch with 
the preyinctal executive and the 
provincial council, Care must 
always be taken to sec that the 
cleocted representatives of the 
people, on the one hand, and 
the C.C.F. organization on the 
other, work together as a team 
striving for a common objec- 
tive. 

Every clected member must 
keep in mind his dual responsi- 
bility both to his own constitu- 

eney convention and to the C.C.F. 


movement as a whole. In seek- 
ing to build a movement with 
ffrass roots, that is, a movement 


which is controlled from the bot- 
tom and not from the top, a great 
deal more care and patience must 
be exercised than is the case in a 


political party where decisions are | 


made by a political leader and a 
small inner clique. 
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Report of Premier T. C. Douglas 
To Annual Convention of Saskatchewan 


In working out these democrat- 
ic techniques, I would like to pay 
tribute to the excellent co-opera- 
tion which T have ‘1e&éived from 
the president, Dr. Carlyle King, 
and from the provincial executive 
and provincial counci!. In_ spite 
of the fact that all of us are ex- 
tremely busy, I think much mis- 
understanding has been avoided 
by the frequent consultations 
which take place between Dr. 
King and myself, and between the 
cabinet and the executive, and 
between the elected members and 
the provincial council. 

I cannot praise too highly the 
harmonious relationships which 
have existed in spite of the many 
opyortunities there are for mis- 
unoerstandings and differences of 
opirion. 

Qur experience in the last 
three years has proven to me, at 
least, how much can be accom- 
plished when men and women 
of good-will and social vision 
are prepared to work together, 
not for any selfish individual 
gain, but for the cause of hu- 
manity to which we in_ this 
movement have dedicated our- 
selves. 


They're Growing 


I would like at this time to pay 
tribute to the work of my col- 
leagues both in the cabinet and 
in the caucus. When we took of- 
fice three years ago many of the 
members had never sat in a legis- 
lative body, and none of us had 
ever held an exccutive post in any 
fovernment. 

During those three years I have 
watched some of my colleagues 
grow in stature with added re- 
sponsibilities. I have seen this 
group develop from a compara- 
tively inexperienced body of elect- 
ed representatives into a body of 
able administrators and capable 
legislators. I am sure that those 
who have listened to the broad- 
casts from the legislature have 
been proud of the way in which 
your elected members have devel- 
oped, not only ag debaters in: the 
legislature, but in the thorough 
grasp of public questions which 
they have shown. 

These things have not been ac- 
complished easily. Many of the 
cabinet ministers and private 
members have given of themselves 
without stint. They have worked 
long and hard to carry out and im- 
plement the program which you 
have laid down for them at these 
annual conventions. 


If much has been accomplish- 
ed in the past three years, and I 
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think it has, then the credit must 
go, not to any one person or to 
any two or three, but to the 


splendid team-work and to the 
zealous enthusiasm with which 


your elected representatives in 
the Saskatchewan legislature have 
tackled the assignment given. to 
them by the people of Saskatche- 
wan three years ago. 
Co-operation 

May I also express our appreci- 
ation of the help we have received 
from the C.C.F. provincial office 
and from the staff of The Com- 
monwealth. 

Moreover, I am sure I am 
voicing the sentiments of my 
colleagues when I tell you of 
the fine relations which exist 
between your provincial mem- 
bers and the federal group at 
Ottawa. Every opportunity has 
been taken for discussion with 
the federal members, and I am 
sure that the delegates to this 
convention are proud of the 
excellent work which has been 
done by our federal M.P.’s 
under the inspiring and able 
leadership of our national lead- 
er, Mr. M. J. Coldwell. 

Above all, I want to thank the 
C.C.F. supporters throughout the 
province, without whose trust and 
encouragement my task would 
have been an impossible one. 

Five years ago when the C.C.F. 
convention laid the heavy respon- 
sibility of leadership upon me, I 
told the delegates that I could 
only carry on if I had the confi- 
dence and help of every last mem- 
ber and supporter. When we 
took office three years ago, I 
asked for your understanding and 
co-operation. No person could 
have received more generous sup- 
port than I have been given by 
you and those whom you repre- 
sent. I want to thank you, and I 
am asking you to convey to the 
C.C.F. supporters in your respec- 
tive constituencies my heartfelt 
thanks for the many kindnesses 
and expressions of confidence 
that have made my task easier. 
In some of our most difficult days 
your loyalty and devotion have 
been a source of strength and in- 
spiration. For this I shall always 
be grateful. 


Between Extremes 


Throughout the world the forces 
of the extreme right and the ex- 
treme left are marshalling for 
what some would term “an inevit- 
able conflict.” On the one side 
are states which, while they enjoy 
political democracy, have denied 
their people any measure of econ- 
omic democracy. On the other 
hand there are countries where 
economic democracy has been at- 
tained but where political democ- 
racy is still denied the rank and 
file. 


Between these two extremes 


stand the forces of social democ-. . 


racy which are secking to es- 
tablish ecomemic democracy 
while at the same time retain- 
sahd and extending political free- 


Be is to social democracy that 
Moet of the British Commonwealth 
and the Scandinavian countries 


\gr@ looking as the only hope of 


yermanent world peace. Increas- 
ingly, the common people the 
world over are turning to social 
democracy ns the one hope of pre- 
venting future economic depres- 
sions and future world wars, 
War of Fright 
On thie side of the Atlantic the 
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forces of reaction are staging 
their major campaign to maintain 
the status quo. In North America 
we are in the stage of social de- 
velopment that Great Britain had 
reached when the Baldwin gov- 
ernment was holding office by 
frightening people with the fan- 
tastic stories of what would hap- 
pen should a people’s government 
come to power. 

Here in Canada the Liberal 
party stays in office only because 
people are frightened. They are 
afraid of the economic depres- 
sions and wars which they instinc- 
tively feel are the inevitable re- 
sult of continuing our present 
capitalist system. On the other 
hand, many people are even more 
afraid to blaze the new trails 
which must be pioneered if social 
democracy is to be established. 

The function of the C.C.F. 
has been to dispel that fear and 
to persuade the Canadian peo- 
ple that only by far-sighted and 
courageous action can we pre- 
vent a recurrence of the suffer- 
ing and frustration of the 
hungry thirties. ! 

Here in Saskatchewan we have 
had the privilege of demonstrat- 
ing to the rest of Canada what a 
people’s movement can do toward 
establishing both social and _politi- 
cal democracy. Three years ago 
the people of Saskatchewan voted 
by an overwhelming majority to 
lay the basis of a Co-operative 
Commonwealth. 

In the past six weeks I have 
been in almost every part of 
the province and I am convinc- 
ed that the people of Saskat- 
chewan are even more enthusi- 
astically behind this government 
today than they were three 
years ago. 


Checking the Record 

There were three things which 
we set out to do. The first was 
to give a greater measure of se- 
curity to the farmers and work- 
ers of Saskatchewan. 

The second was to provide a 
greater measure of social security 
for the aged, the widow and or- 
phan, for the sick and underprivi- 
leged. 

The third was to make a start 
at an industrial program that 
would put an economic base under 
our very vulnerable economy. 

I am glad to be able to say 
that every piank of this nine- 
point platform on which we 
were elected has been imple- 
mented in whole or in part—and 
that in only three years. 

However, this is only a begin- 
ning. While agriculture will al- 
ways be the mainstay of our 
economy in Saskatchewan, much 
can still be done in the process- 
ing of our primary products and 
in the social development of our 
natural resources. During the 
past three years nome steps have 
been taken in power development 
and in setting up a_transporta- 
tion system. A few minor indus- 
tries have been — successfully 
launched and important research 
work has been going on with a 
view to future industrial develop- 
ment, 

However, our major steps still 
lie ahead of us and the next ten 
years should see some remarkable 
economic development ia our prov- 
inces. ° 

If we ere to have more and° 
better social servicos—and we 
Bre all agreed as to the need 
for them—then we must take 

osteps to create new wealth that 


‘reaction 


HON. T. C. DOUGLAS 


will belong to the people of the 
province and which can be used 
to finance ever higher stand- 
ards of social security. 

The New Program 

We are nearing the end of one 
phase—the primary phase of es- 
tablishing certain standards of se- 
curity. We must now look to the 
second phase, that of laying the 
economic basis upon which a more 
abundant life is possible. 

In seeking to build an economy 
which is of, for and by the peo. 
ple, we have no illusions about the 
forces we are challenging. 

The forces of reaction know 
that if we succeed in Saskatche- 
wan that it is only a matter of 
time until this movement will 
sweep Canada like a prairie fire. 

The splendid vote given to the 
C.C.F. candidate in Halifax the 
other day is an indication of the 
fact that a groving number of 
people see the C.C.F. as the only 
alternative to more ‘poverty and 
further exploitation. 


Already the old line parties are 
manoeuvring .for some type of 
coalition of the forces of reaction, 
Not many weeks ago one of the 
political leaders in Saskatchewan 
said “There is no fundamental 
difference between Liberals and 
Conservatives.” That is a con- 
clusion some of us reached 20 
years ago. 

In Manitoba and British Co- 
lumbia both the old line parties 
have amalgamated and as the 
Social democratic forces grow, 
other provinces will likely, fol- 
low. We must, therefore, be 
prepared to stand against all- 
comers, convinced of the right- 
ness of our cause and persuaded 
that the future is on our side. 


Canadian in Nature 

In 1983 when the late J. S. 
Woodsworth was opening the 
C.C.F. national convention from 
which came the famous Regina 
Manifesto, he said that when we 
developed, Socialism in Canada, it 
would not speak with a Russian 
accent, nor an English or French 
accent, but that it would speak 
with a Canadian accent. That is 
what we are doing here in Sas- 
katchewan. We are developing a 
brand of Canadian democratic so- 
cialism adapted to the needs and 
problems of our people and in 
keeping with the spirit and tradi- 
tions of Canada. 

Socialism is more than a politi- 
cal theory; it is a way of life. So- 
cialism is something we must work 
at every day of the year. 

Being a socialist involves more 
than voting for your convictions 
once every four years; it means 
supporting the co-operative or 
trade union to which you belong; 
it means associating yourself with 
every institution and organization 
for social justice and world bro- 
therhood; it means devoting your 
life to the abolition of poverty 
and war in order that man may 
walk the carth with confidence 
and dignity. 

In the past three years much 
has been done; much more re- 
mains to be done. The ferces of 
will do everything in 
their power to prevent us com- 
pleting the task which has been 
so well begun. J am taking this 
opportunity to call upon this :on- 
vention and C.C.F. supporters 
everywhere to gird themselves for 
the battle’ in order that selfish 
and vested interests may not stay 
the onward march of the common 
people toward a belter way of life. 
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TOO SOON’ TO JUDGE 


“Earl O. Shreve; president of 
the chamber of commerce of the 
United States asserted today at 
New Haven his belief that Soviet 
Russia’s rejection of the Marshall 
Plan will be rated as the greatest 
single crime of totalitarianism in 
a class with Berlin-Moscow pact 
which touched off a global war.” 

The above statement appeared 
in a front page of Edmonton Bul- 
letin of Aug. 4. No doubt other 
papers displayed the same state- 
ment in’ equally prominent places. 
Millions of radio listeners were 
treated to it from scores of sta- 
tions. And millions nodded their 
heads more than ever assured in 
their already poisoned minds that 
the Soviet Union is a ‘‘menace to 
civilization.”” For, this was the 
voice of Big Business of ‘‘free en- 
terprise’”’ America. How could 
there be any doubt, after this? 
Who but a Communist would dare 
to contradict Mr. Shreve's state- 
ment? 

Well, | am not a Communist. I 
still believe that in democratic 
countries such as cur Dominion 
there is a way to achieve co-opera- 
tive commonwealth without cur- 


-tailment of those essential politi- 


cal freedoms which make the dif- 
ference between Communism and 
democracy. 

Believe ityor not, but European 
Communists are in accord with the 
above statement. In a recent ad- 
dress to the nation, Communist 
prime minister Gattwold of 
Czechoslovakia said: experience 
and the principles of Marxism tell 
us that the dictatorship of the 
proletariat is not the only road 
to socialism.” 

These other roads to socialism 
can be closed only by those who 
mistakenly believe they can pre- 
vent socialism by destroying de- 
mocracy. Where _ reactionary 
forces succeed in this respect, 
Communism becomes inevitable. 

The greatest menace against de- 
mocracy today are not communists 
but those powerful business in- 
terests who in their panic are 
blocking the ways of democracy. 

But, to get back to Mr. Shreve’s 
accusation that the Soviet with- 
drawal from the Paris conference 
on the Marshaii Pian is ‘‘the great- 
est crime.” 

In the first place the Russians 
were prepared to participate in 
the Marshall Plan discussions if 
it were to be administered by the 
United Nations Economic Com- 
mission, 

That would have precluded the 
reconstruction of Eurcpe on any 
design dominated by American or 
Russian design including features 
from many nations. If the U.S.A. 
was sincere about its concern to 
rebuild Europe, why did she ob- 
ject to U.N.O. administration? 

lt was obvious to the Russians 
that America is interested only in 
rebuilding Europe on a capitalist 
basis with private control of re- 
sources and ‘neans of production, 
thus making way for monopolies, 
cartels, exploitation, undercon- 
sumption and trade wars leading 
to armed conflict. If that were 
done, then aii the millions of lives 
lost in the imperialist wars and 
the two world wars would be 
wasted and all the lessons of his- 
tory gone unheeded. 

To the Russians that would be 
a historic crime and they refused 
to participate in such a plan. No 
one country needs assistance in 
reconstruction more desperately 
than Russia. But, they would 
rather suffer prolonged privation 
than rebuild Europe with those 
many features which brought 
about its collapse. 

Russia is not alone in this re- 
spect. Only today Ms. Bevin re- 
ported to the House of Commons 
that fnilure to socialize the in- 
dustries of Germany would be a 
world tragedy. 


ATTACKS CAPITALISM 


Editor, People’s Weekly. 


Sir: The crisis in capitalist 
countries will grow with peace due 
to an economy. that can produce 
abundance but restricts consump- 
tion in the interests of a monopo- 
listic minority. The crisis causes 
increasing war-mongering as capi- 
talism is prepared to go to any 
lengths of destruction and chaos 
to defend the plunder and power 
of a privileged few. 

The chief example of this is 
U.S.A., greatest capitalist coun- 
try which escaped the war intact 
while other lands were devastated. 
Its press, radio and certain of its 
politicians howl for war against 
former allies who bore the brunt 
of the war. There is much crow- 
ing from the top of a pile of atom 
bombs. U.S. also abets reaction 
the world over under the old Nazi 
pretext of ‘“anti-Communism.” 


With this, there is attacks on 
the people at home, efforts to de- 
stroy basic democratic organiza- 
tions, chiefly the trade unions. 
There is the lifting of price and 
rental controls, leading to general 
swindling with higher living costs 
that gives less buying power, 
hastens crisis. This is the com- 
plements uf “anti-Commuiiisin.”’ 

The ‘“red’’ bogey is used 
against all that goes for peace 
and prosperity, to instil fear of 
progress, to make it easy to put 
over reaction, Fascism and dis- 
aster. It comes from the same 
elements who gave us the ‘‘Hungry 
Thirties,’’ who thought Hitler had 
something a decade ago and now 
yearn for the Fascist Fifties. 
They have expected the great lie 
factory against Soviet Russia 
since 1917. 

Capitalism in decay grabs any 
kind of aid to preserve its rotten 
eggs and some people even. ty 
to hatch them. That is what*I 
feel your correspondent, John F. 
Milner is party to when he urges 
that a basic tenet of the C.C.F. 
should be hatred of the Soviets. 
Surely those of us who believe in 
Socialism have more in common 
with the Soviet Union than with 
moribund capitalism. It is not a 
question of the C.C.F. adopting 
any Soviet model. It is that we 
can learn much from thirty years 
of Soviet Socialism. 

In a recent letter, Mr. Milner 
cites Prime Minister Attlee on 
Soviet democracy. Mr. Attlee 
may desire democracy for the flea 
on the dogs back but we do not 
admire his use of the red herring 
to extenuate the bolstering by his 
government of Franco Spain and 
Fascism in Greece while hanging 
on to Uncle Sam’s “anti-Commun- 
ist” apron strings. 

It is also an old canard that 
Communists desire ‘dictatorship 
and violences as the only way to 
win security.” The answer to 
this is the present government of 
Czecho-Slovakia where Commun- 
ists head the government but work 
in co-operation with all progres- 


Besides, the Marshall Plan is 
only a trial balloon; it is not an 
offer by the U.S.A. government. 
What the reactionary Senate will 
do with the Marshall Plan involv- 
ing billions of dollars is anybody's 
guess. 

Certainly, one really has to 
stretch his imagination to believe 
that a pre-election “anti-red’’ Sen- 


Jate would approve American aid 


to the Soviet Union or nations 
within the Soviet influence.  In- 
stead of being saboteurs of the 
Marshall Plan for, European re- 
covery, it may well turn out that 
by their withdrawat, shi Soviet 
delegation has assured its ‘passage 
by the Senate. ° 


The drama of dying “Gapttallam 
is not yet finished. The meaning 
of such acts as the Soviet with- 
drawal from the Marshall Plan 
will be judged when the curtain 
comes down. Those who judge,in 
a hurry may have to take it all 
back. 
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address of the writer must be 


sive forces for the common good. 
What about the violence againsti 
the people of Greece, Indonesia, 
Indo-China and the negroes of 
southern U.S.A. by capitalism? 

Mr. Milner finally asks: ‘What 
is the Alberta C.C.F. answer?” 
His ‘Alberta C.C.F.” is a group 
of disruptors expelled from the 
C.C.F. in Calgary, egotistical op- 
portunists who tried to wreck the 
C.C.F. and are to oppose official 


C.C.F. candidates in future elec-|. 


tions, I read their miserable little 
tract with: “The L.P.P. are the 
real winners. Communists are 


playing a heavy role in C.C.F. dis- 
ruption.’?’ Such poltroonery de- 
serves no answer coming from the 
very disruptors whom the C.C.F. 
is well rid of. It is typical of 
this “anti-Communist” mentality. | 
Yours truly, 

James Leslie. 

North Edmonton, Alta. 


Re: Y.E. 


Editor, People’s Weekly. 

Sir: In your copy of July 26th 
you print a long. contribution 
signed Y. E., written for the pur- 
pose of persuading your readers 
that the rest of the world has 
nothing to fear from Communism. 

Whoever he is he must feel 
he knows more about Communist 
ambitions and intentions than do 
th people of the world at large. 

He says ‘The Communists of 
Russia are too wise’ to start an- 
other war and he assures us that 
‘we have nothing to fear from 
them in this regard.’ 

Let us remember that ‘The 
Communists of Russia’ are believ- 
ed to be now only about four mil- 
lion in number in apopulation of 
about 200 million. 

We all hope that Y.E. knows 
what he is talking about and that 
the intentions of his words are 
honest. 

We all hope that the American 
Chief of Staff Eisenhower is a 
foolish alarmist when he warns 
the world of a possible Commun- 
ist aggression in the near future. 

Unfortunately facts are not on 
the side of Y.E. 

The forces over which ~Hisen- 


hower now presides are a mere 
skeleton of their war time 
strength. 

The Soviet Union is still be- 


lieved to have four and a half 
million men under arms strategic- 
ally placed on her eastern and 
western frontiers. She is be- 
lieved to be in the position to in- 
crease her striking force to 10% 
million trained men within thirty 
days. 

The United States have about 
one million in their army at 
present, one half of whom are 
said to be raw recruits. 

The British Isles have reduced 
their armed forces ‘down to a 
million and a quarter men and 
some of the peaceably minded 
people of Britain have been agi- 
tating for an even greater reduc- 
tion. The latest news is that on 
account of a currency crisis 
brought about by the selfish econ- 
omic policy of the United States, 
the British army has got to be 
reduced for the sake of economy 
regardless of the danger so_in- 
curred. 

In contradiction to the whole 
column of prepaganda that you 
print over the signature Y.E. in 
your open forum it would appear 
to me that the truth about the 
nations that. he condemns as war- 
mongers with hostile intentions 
against the Soviet Union is that 
they are peace assuming lunatics 
in line with the old eaying that 
‘Who the gods wish to destroy 
they first drive mad’. 

It would be interesting to kaow 
who ig ¥.E. and what teva. hie 
antecedents ; 

People who write tha kind of? 
gtu?? he wrritag should bo willing 
to eign their names, Fy 
. JOHN FL MILA, | 

| 


— 


eee 


Fallis, 


° 


LETTERS PO EDITOR PO EDITOR 
(Continued on page 5) 


PEOPLE’S ——__ FP EOPLE’S WEEKLY 


The’ People Speak 


Letters to the editor may be published under a pseudonym, 

- but in. each case the name and 
forwarded to the editor as evidence of good faith..The People’s 
Weekly takes ne responsibility for opinions expressed by. 
correspondents and will not publish any letters exceeding 
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H. ZELLA SPENCER 


T is true there are many grave 
‘problems in the world today 
and we may or may not give 
time and thought to them. 
However I think it highly prob- 
able that the subject most often 
mentioned in rural Alberta for 
some time past has been that of 
rain—or to be more correct, in 
most places it is the lack of it. 
There seems little disagreement in 
Opinion about the situation. 


I often say it is something for 
which political parties cannot. 
blame each other. It is nothing 
that can be promised as a vote- 
catcher. We have had _ other 
promises about as impossible of 
achievement which people seemed 
to find an attractive lure, but as 
yet the control of rainfall has not 
been adopted as any party plat- 
form. To be sure if we used as 
little co-operative sense, as little 
sense of planning regarding the 
need and use of it as we do about 
so many of'Nature’s gifts, there 
are many who would not find the 
situation improved. 


But surely the city people can-|. 


not quile appreciate what it is to 
be so. directly dependent on it. In 
this an agricultural Province, nat- 
urally the whole economic life is 
affected. Towns without any par- 
ticular industry other than sup- 
plying the various needs and mar- 
keting for the farmer feel it al- 
most as much, although a direct 
blow is usually surer than an in- 
direct one. 


But what person in the coun- 
try has not looked anxiously at 
the sky or, in these later days, 
listened on the radio, for a prom- 
ise of rain? Who has not anx- 
iously watched the sky to see if 
the rain clouds would “go round” 
or really materialize as rain? Un- 
fortunately most of us have often 
seen the former happen and we 
have seen the result. 

We have seen a parched-look- 
ing countryside. We have seen 
our crops stunted and sparse, our 
gardens wither. Too many have 
known the unfortunate results. It 
may have been the trip back heme 
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postponed and ‘postponed until the 


dear ones were there no longer to 
welcome them, or boys and girls 
unable to go away for their stud- 
ies, yet the years went on and they 
grew older. Or some labor-saving 
devices inside the house or out- 
side are still dreams of the future. 
Instead of these, a debt mounting 
higher and higher. Sometimes it 
seems as though peans of praise 
should be sung to many of those 
who have gone on continuing to 
do their best for their families, 
to those who have “done without”, 
to those who have made the most 
of things when Nature has seemed 
to be cruel. 

This year has been one of those 
when the rainfall hhs been too 
scanty in many places. To some 
it is a repeating of an experience; 
to other young people starting out 
in life together it may be their 
first. To all our sympathy. 

And we can at least be grate- 
ful we are learning to farm to bet- 
ter conserve the moisture. And 
even be grateful that there have 
been few trips over mud-roads 
that were greasy! 
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C.C.F. Socialism s 


HROUGHOUT this continent there is a terrific barrage 
T of propaganda against Soviet Russia and Communism. 
3ut its objective is not alone to build up hatred of 
Zussia. Once having made Communism well-hated the next 
move of the political handmaidens of the privileged interests 
in Canada and the United States is to paint every progres- 
sive movement with the Communist brush, Alberta daily 
newspapers are at it already, with the C.C.F. as the victim. 
Two statements by top leaders of the C.C.F. last week 
provide the answer to these blasts. Mr. Coldwell said, “I can 
say that the C.C.F. never has, and never will have, anything 
to do with those who accept the Russian system or its meth- 
ods us models for all countries.” He goes on to say, ‘The 
C.C.F. will not spend its time talking about Communism; it 
will seek to remove the economic chaos and human misery on 
which all modern communist movements are founded.” 
Premier T. C. Douglas quoted the late J. S. Woodsworth 
when at the inaugural convention of the C.C.F. in 1933 he 
said that when we developed Socialism in Canada it would 
not speak with a Russian accent, nor an English or French 
accent, but with a Canadian accent. Said Mr. Douglas, “We 
are developing a brand of Canadian democratic socialism 
adapted to the needs and problems of cur people and in’ keep- 
ing with the spirit and tradition of Canada.” ™ 
That is the C.C.F.' The politicians and newspapers who 
say otherwise are lying and they know they are lying. 


Farmers Given “Run Around” 


HIERE could have been no clearer statement about the 

present situation in respect to rural electrification in 

the province than that made to the People’s Weekly by Mr. 

Robert Carlyle last week. The cold, hard fact about the 

whole business is that the Alberta government has been giv- 

ing the farmers of this province a merry “run around” in the 
matter of rural electrification, 

Solely as a means of countering the C.C.F. proposals for 
farm electrification, the government at the 1944 session, just 
before an election, passed an act setting up a power commis- 
sion. The inference was that the people did not need to elect 
au C.C.F*. government to get farm electrification. The govern- 
ment was doing something about it. 

But it had no intention of doing anything. 
ment of a commission was a “stall.” The “stall’’ has been 
going on ever since. The negotiations referred to by Mr. 
Carlyle last week have been part of the game. 

Alberta would have been a long way on the road to farm 
electrification if a C.C.F. government had been elected in 
1 ae No progress has been made under the present govern- 
ment. 

_ But rural alectrification is becoming an issue in Alberta. 
The government must know that. And so it is almost certain 
that at the 1948 session, if an clection is not held before that, 
another bluff will be made by the government to meet the 
issue. 

The government has deceived the people of the province 
so many times in the past twelve years that it thinks it can 
continue to do so with impunity. 


The appoint- 
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Is It Any Better Now? 


} N last week’s issue of the People’s Weekly a correspondent 
4“. from Barrhead expressed concern about the school situa- 
tion. With schools opening in a couple of weeks he is appar- 
ently disturbed over the fact that there is little change from 
the situation which last winter caused the organization of the 
Alberta Educational Council. ‘What has happened to the 
Alberta Educational Council?”, the correspondent asked. 

Certainly the provincial government has not given the 
people of the province any assurance that the situation has 
improved. There were 16,000 children receiving a mail order 
education last year. What number will be dependent on that 
sort of educational facilities this year? There were 20,000 
other children who last year were taught by unqualified 
teachers. Will there be any fewer so handicapped this year? 

These are questions which should concern every citizen of 
the province who is interested in education. : 


_ And Some Empty Holes 

HEN a farmer rents his farm to a tenant he gels & 
rental of about one-third of the crop, He would never 
think of letting it go.for less than a quarter of the crop. 
But the Alhertic government gives the people's oi! ‘to 
foresees Seay gor ariors for one-eighth of the erop. Even that is 
not a fair comparison, because if # Farmer vents bis fara ke 
can expect to get it back at the ond of the pemtal period in 
fairly oe ie shape. jot aa olf, When the corpori 

tien gets through wish our oil Jang gf i? feay tind is ¢ 
re empty hoe ; : 74 eo Behind iy ¢ aos 
‘he natural resources policy gf the prepeut Albetia. fov- 
ernment is little short of criminal. The peaple’e Beane is 
being squandered in a shameful way. : 


THE. 
THIRD 
-COLUMN 


-WANTED: ROADS! 
Camrose Canadian 
July 2 


“One of ‘the great needs all 
throughout the country is for con- 
necting highways of all-weather 
capacity. We had a grim exper!- 
ence Sunday trying to get to Ver- 
milion. A cloud-burst passed over 
the connecting highway north- 
east of Viking right in our path 
and twice we had to be rescued 
by a tractor, and two or three 
times more we slithered all but 
in the ditch and struggled along 
on low for hundreds of yards at 
a stretch. Even the road north 
from Bruce to Vegreville will not 
stand a moderate rainstorm be- 
fore becoming impassable. There 
is no satisfactory road from Cam- 
rose north to Tofield and on to 
the Highway 16. These connect- 
ing links are vital to the comfort 
of the areas concerned. Many 
people want to go other places 
than EWmonton and Calgary or 
to other towns fed by the main 
highways only.” 


BRITAIN’S BABIES 
HEALTHIER 


LONDON, July 4 (CP)—The 
health of Britain’s children is 
better today than in 1939 de- 
spite eight years of wartime 
conditions and shortages. This 
is revealed in the ministry of 
health’s report for the year 
ended March 31, issued recent- 
ly. 

Child mortality from disease 
at every year of life between 
the ages of one and 17 Feach- 
ed new low levels and the mor- 
tality rate last year was the 
smallest ever recorded. It has 
been almost halved during the 
last nine years. Fewer than two 
mothers in every 1,000 died in 


childbirth and only” 46 of their 


babies failed to survive their 


first year. 


PROGRESS OF AN IDEA 
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The Time Is Now 


By J. P. GRIFFIN 


“No man knoweth the hour.” 


We cannot be sure that the 
C.C.F. will be allowed to put its 
program peacefully into effect in 
Canada. Indeed we may expect 
that techniques for every sort of 
violence short of civil war have 
already been canvassed against 
us 


As the coming economic crisis 
deepens and as men become des- 
perate once again, they will be 
unable to distinguish between 
friend and foe, and in such times 
some demagogue may lead them 
they know not where. This is 
why the next twelve months are 
of such importance in the Prov- 
ince of Alberta, and why it is 
increasingly mecessary that the 
C.C.F. program shall stand like a 
sign post pointing men to a se- 
curity not to be found in the 
extreines of either the left or 
right. As people begin to lose 
their security, as they begin to go 
into debt again, and as wages and 
pensions shrink more and more 
in terms: of purchasinys power, 
then our harvest time will be at 
hand. 

The press has often recorded 
how people in totalitarian states, 
who have opposed the dictates of 
a ruling clique, have disappesred 
from the society in which they 
had a place. Before the C.”.¥, 
came to power in Saskatchewan a 
clerk in a general store dared to 
openly support that party. He 
lost his job in consequence, and, 
just as completely as though death 
had claimed him, vanished from 
among the circle of his friends. 
In Alberta too the same brutality 


has been practised, 
to J. $. Woodsworth in the name 
of religion, to M. J. Coldwell in 


It was done 


the name of freedom, and to J, 
W. Noseworthy in the name of 
Democracy. 

As one talks fo those who are 
drunken on the “rot-gut’”’ propa- 
ganda poured ‘out by bible-thump- 
ing social crediters and flag-wav- 
ing profiteers of every kind, one 
realizes the depths of irrespon- 
sible hatred that are being culti- 
vated by them. We need to drink 
deeply of the clear waters of 
Truth to keep sober in these days, 
when mental intoxicants are so 
plentiful and so cheap. 

For each of us there will come, 
we know not when, a clear chal- 
lenge to personal sacrifice. And 
while there is no value in sense- 
less sacrifice, if the sacrifice 
makes sense to us we shall reject 
it at our peril. We may hesitate 
to endanger our financial secur- 
ity now—forgetting that Capital- 
ism can give us none; we may 
begrudge our time now, and labor, 
for nothing bye and bye; we may 
preserve an area of freedom now, 
and lose a larger liberty in con- 
sequence. 

Yes, we have to keep a bal- 
ance. There’s not much _ sense 
in hoeing the garden when the 
house is on fire, or in studying 
inathematics as we slip over the 
edge of a cliff. Freedom's first 
line of defence is courage, and 
‘when .enoughso& us say “yes” it 
will not matter who. says ‘‘no.”’ 

“To everyone there openeth a 
high way and a low, and every- 
body chooseth the,way his soul 
shall go.” 


‘And the Crowd Said 


By J. E. COOK 


PRESIDENT, A 

As a political technique it has 

Jong been part of the policy of 

‘the present supporters of the 

Social Credit government in Al- 

berta te sidestep debates and 
joint meetings. 


At Calmar last Friday evening, 
a very large crowd gathered be- 


cause there is intense interest in 
the question of what share of the 
revenue from the oil to be taken 
from the new Leduc field may 
accrue to Alberta people, and in 
particular to the people who have 
made their homes, and built the 
very excellent farming comiun- 
ity, where now is to be an oil 
field. 


Hon. Earl Ansley, Minister of 
Education and M.L.A. for Leduc 
constituency, attended and repre- 
sented the Minister of Lands and 
Mines, Hon. Mr. Tanner, who was 
not preserit. In Mr. Ansley’s long 
and exhaustive speech there came 
of opposition was that such action |a period where he seemed to at- 
was too generous. tack the policies of the C.C.F. 

* The meeting had been called‘ to 


discuss a very definite decision 
LETTER TO GRAIN of the Arbitration Board, given 


We are, slowly and inadequate- 
ly perhaps, developing a sense of 
responsibility for those who are 
handicapped. The idea that we 
are the keepers of our unfortu- 
nate brethren is being adopted, 
not as gracefully or as enthusi- 
astically as it should be, but 
adopted nevertheless. It was in- 
teresting to note that when the 
Old Age Pensions amendment was 
being discussed at the present ses- 
sion the objections were on the 
grounds that the changes are not 
generous enough. When the mea- 
sure was first introduced, about 
a quarter century ago, the basis 


OPEN 


EXCHANGE to cover a specific damage to a 
In Western: Producer specific farm. 
Sir.— Just received your The chairman of the meeting, 


Andrew Borys, of Calmar, sug- 
gested to Mr, Ansley that the 
meeting was not political. Mr. 
Ansley was annoyed and suggest- 
ed that he was being denied a 
legitimate opportunity -to explain 
the oil poltey of his government. 
The people of Alberta, and cer- 
tainly the people of edue, are 
anxious to know what that policy 
is and the same applies to the 
policy of the C.C.F, To-that end 
hefore the meeting ended the pro- 
posal was made to Mr. Ansley that 
a date be set two weeks p~way and 
that Hon. Mr. Tanner and Hon, 
were mo wide that many a wast. |Mr. Ansley, should meet on that 
ern farmer fell through it and platform with Elmer E. Roper, 
. left all their holdings to the ° ¢.C.F. * provincial leader, and 
ones who‘were so interested in | /rfiie Cook, when the pdlicics of 
them. both parties could be..thoroughly 
J began to farm in 1896 with |¢XPlained , 
my parents and for myself since Sgid Mr. Ansfey “I am_ not 
1910, and d have come to the {afraid to meet Mro Cook or any 
conclusion, with other farmors, |of his colleagues in debate at any 
that the Wheat Board way is |time, BUT (and the crowd said 
nae only way.—Servais J. Wa- |Ah-h-h-h - - )) debates arg not 
tier, Carlton, Sask. the right place to get authentic in- 


booklet on grain marketing and 
must say it fell into good hands. 

Yes, I remember when there 
was no Wheat Board, no quotas 
on either bushelage to sell or 
acreage to sow of this or of that. 
I also remember when all farm 
machinery companios, and mort- 
gage companies, made their 
motos fall due at the threshing 
season. I! alxo remembor how 
the prices ef all grain took a 
drop at that particular time of 
the poar eo as to make a good 
kill Adw@ the spreads between 
gtade® tough and damp- grain 


Ah!!! 
LBERTA C.C.F. 


formation; debates are forms of 
amusement and it is doubtful if 
Hon. Mr. Tanner, and myself 
have the time to appear on this 
platform for purposes of amusing 
the public.” 

But Hon. Mr. Tanner and Hon. 
Mr. Ansley and other Hon’s. will 
have to appear on many platforms 
and it is more than possible that 
they may afford a good deal of 
amusement to many people be- 
fore they explain away the pol- 
icy of the government in respect 
to oil in the province of Alberta. 

The hand-out to two or three 
oil companies in this province 
under the present set-up is one 
that approaches the scandal stage. 
Mr. Ansley spent a long tim: in 
a public meeting pointing out that 
fourteen hundred dollars to a 
farmer for damage was a gener- 
ous settlement, while the govern- 
ment gets only 350 thousands and 
the oil company gets 2% millions 
and perhaps more, from one well. 

A percentage of 124% royalty 
to the province is “a heavy pro- 
duction tax’’ said Mr. Ansley. The 
oil companies are great benefac- 
tors of Alberta people, he im- 
plies. They spend their money 
and their time in a search for oil, 
all for the benefit of the farmer 
who should be glad there is oil 
available for his tractor when he 
wants. it. Oil companies take all 
the risks and up to now, says Mr. 
Ansley, the Department of Lands 
and ‘Mines can--substantiate a 
claim that the companies have not 
got ‘back as much as they have 
put in. 


Mr. Ansley said he was not too. -@ 


alarmed at the expression of feel- 
ing by the meeting. “If the etec- 
tion had been held three weeks 
earlicr in 1944 it is doubtful if 
the present . government would § 
have bean returned ta efgice, But 
given time td consider he had ne 
fear of the verdict of the people 

Hfe intimated there would be 
plenty of time to consider the oil 
question. May be taken to mea 
there is wot to be an earPy elec 
tion? : 

Those who attended the meet: 
ing were patently disappointed 
nat to have the opportunity to 
hear the oll policies discussed il! 
a joint meeting. 
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Radio Address by Elmer E. Roper, M.L.A. 
Provincial Leader 


Suppose you owned a farm. Or tention to what was going on. But 
maybe you do own u farm. And|it didn’t seem important then. 


suppose you wanted to rent it.|Turner Valley was petering -out 
and it wasn’t much of an oil field 
anyway. It only paid the oil com- 
panies: twenty million dollars or so 
in net profits. Juss peanuts com- 
pared to what we have now. 


You'd expect to get at least one-" 


third’of the crop as rent, Under 
no circumstances would you take 
less than one-quarter. 

But suppose you had an agent 
looking after it for you, and he 
rented it to a fellow from the 
United States for one-eighth of 
the crop. You'd be pretty hot 
about it, wouldn’t you”? 

Well, that’s -exactly what is 
happening to you. Your agent, 
the government you elected in 
1944, is letting foreign compan- 
ies have your valuable oil prep- 
erties for one-eighth of the crop. 


the Ground 


But that isn't the whole story. 
If you rented your farm you'd 
expect at the end of the rental 
period to get it back again in 
rea onubly good productive shape. 
In fact that would be part of the 
barguin. But when your agent, 
the government, rents your oil re- 
sources to a foreign corporation 
you won't get anything back when 
the corporation is through with it. 
Nothing but a lot of empty holes 
in the ground. 


Yos, that is the story of what 
is happening to your valuable 
oil resources. You're : getting 
one-eighth of the crop. Not 
only so, but out of your share 
you have to pay a big share of 
the expenses. You provide an 
expensive administration of the 
resources and you build roads 
and other public services which 
are used by the fellows who get 
seven-eighths of the crop. And 
you'll be left with a lot of 
empty holes in the ground. 

In the 1944 provincial election 
the C.C.F. tried to call public at- 


Holes in 


BUILDING 


MATERIALS 


See us for lumber on that 
building or remodelling 
job. We sell the best... 
for less. 


| W. H. CLARK 
| Lumber Co. Ltd. 


10330 109 Street Phone 24165 
EDMONTON 


ie: az ¢' 


10239 - Jasper Ave. 
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Henry Singer 
‘Has A Suit 

To Fit You! 

HENRY SINGER LTD. 


“TOWNE HALL SHOP” 


They Electioneered 

But even so, in 1944 some of 
the oil companies paid for page 
advertisements in the newspapers 
to help to defeat the C.C.F. and 
elect the present government. 

It paid off for them, too. Now 
we have one of the major oil 
fields on the North American con- 
tinent and the harvest is going 
to be good. And they get seven- 
eighths of the crop und you get 
one-eighth and you have to pay a 
lot of the expenses. And it’s all 
because the agent you picked in 
1944, the Social Credit govern- 
ment, has sold you out. They’ve 
rented your oil lands for a_ pit- 
tance and when the corporations 
are through with them, and all 
the oil is gone, you can have them 
back, with all the nice straight 
mile-deep holes in the ground. 

Biggest Handouts 

A couple of weeks ago I quot- 
ed from a strictly non-partizan 
and independent farm paper, the 
Farm and Ranch Review, showing 
that in the areas where explora- 
tory activity is now going on the 


ownership of the crown lands hasj 


passed into the hands of a few 
large corporations, mostly foreign. 
The Farm and Ranch Review said 
further that grants made by the 
Alberta government to foreign 
corporations were greater in area 
than are obtainable anywhere in 
the United States and compare 
with the great concessions that 
dictator governments have _ is- 
sued in South America, in Africa 
and in Mexico. 

In the 1947 session of the 
legislature, before it became 
generally known that we had 
.a major oil field in the Leduc 
area, Mr. Liesemer and I urged 
that in any field where explora- 
tion was being carried on there 
should be reserved for the peo- 
ple, and developed by public 
ownership after the field was 
proven, checkerboarded areas 
equal in size to those leased to 
private individuals or corpora- 
tions. 

And the answer we got from 
the government was: ‘‘What the 
honorable members are talking 
about is the C.C.F. policy. It is 
not our policy. The government 
believes in development by private 
enterprise.” We might have 
added, “and how!” 

Well, that’s the sort of deal 
your agent, the government, hzs 
made for you. Tinere’s only 
wrewemedy: pet ano uicr-ryerrt, 
the C.C.F. which believes that 
the people, whose heritage the 
oil resources are, should get at 
least an even break with for- 
eign oil companies. 


Phone 25269 


< 


--- vs. DORIS FRENCH 


the type of questions asked, | 


, Exception has been taken by the Canadian Association of 
do not think that this is of any 


Broadcasters to an article by Doris French, Ottawa corres- 


pondent of the People’s Weekly, on the case of the C.A.B. as value...” 
presented to the special parliamentary committee on radio. Quotes Dunton 
To present the case fairly we print.below the letter from} Fo, the rest of the protests 


Mr. H. S. Dawson, manager of C.A.B. and comment on it by 


Mrs. French. 

C.A.B. LETTER 
The Editor, 
The ‘‘People’s Weekly”, 
Edmonton, Alta. 

Dear Sir: The Canadian Associ- 
ation of Broadcasters trusts we 
may count upon your fairness to 
correct certain statements in an 
article appearing in ‘‘The People’s 
Weekly”? of June 14, under by- 
line of Doris French. 

This article credits information 
concerning sponsorship of a sur- 
vey tabulation presented to the 
Parliamentary Radio Committee 
as being given ‘when M. J. Cold- 
well succeeded in pinning 
down Joseph Sedgwick, K.C., who 
presented a brief on behalf of the 
Canadian Association of Broad- 
casters.” The first part of this 
sentence is not true. 

Reference to Page 159 of Radio 
Committee official published pro- 
ceedings shows that the informa- 
tion in question was given by Mr. 
Walter Elliott, President of El- 
liott-eHaynes Limited, the firm 
which took the survey. Mr. Sedge- 
wick, who did present this Associ- 
ation’s brief, did not give and 
could not have given, any infor- 
mation concerning its sponsor- 
ship. 


Claims Unfairness 


The inference given in the ar- 
ticle is completely untrue and un- 
fair. Reference to the official 
published proceedings (Page 159) 
shows that Mr. E. G. Hansell, 
M.P. asked: “I would like to ask 
Mr. Elliott if he represents the 
C.A.B.; and, if his organization 
is an independent organization 
and at the disposal of anyone who 
wants to use it.. 2” To this, 
Mr. Elliott is shown as replying: 
“The answer to the first ques- 
tion is, no, we do not represent 
the C.A.B. The answer to the 
second question is, yes, we are a 
group at the disposa! of anyone.” 
Immediately following, the offi- 
cial proceedings read: 

Mr. Coldwell: Did anyone pay 
for this particular survey? 

Mr. Elliott: Yes, sir. 

Mr. Coldwell: Would you like 
to tell us who paid for it? 

Mr. Elliott: Yes, I will give that 
in the first part of my talk. 

Mr. Coldwell: I would like to 
have the answer now for the rec- 
ord, 

The Chairman: Mr. Elliott, Mr. 
Coldwell wants the answer now 
for the record, that question is in 
order. 

Mr. Elliott: Very well, sir . 
(and at this point gave the com- 


| plete information referred te -in 


the Doris French article). 
It will be seen (from these di- 
rect quotes taken from official 


published Committee proceedi: Axiu 


that Mr. Elliott was presenting 
the survey, not Mr. Sedgewick, 
and thAt our own counsel was not 
even on the witness stand at the 
time. 
Says Not Sold to Highest Bidder 
The article in question goes on 
to say: “The objective is more 
commercial radio of the sort pre- 
vailing in the United States”; 
then adds a reference to time 
periods ‘sold to the highest bid- 
der.”’ Again, both these state- 
ments are untrue. The objective 
was quite clearly stated in the 
Canadian Association of Broad- 
gastess brief, now a matter of 
public record. It consisted of: 
{a) the e8tablisned right to free- 
dom of expression on the air, si- 
miler to that now enjoyed by 
press, church, and public meet- 
ings (for CBC and independent 
stations alike); (b) exencise of 
né®essary licensing and fegula- 
tory powers in both radio and 
broadcasting fields by an impar- 
tial, semi-judisiay body mose di- 
rectly responsible to the peoply's 


; elected representatives in Parlia- 
ment; such a body to hold open 
meetings, give public decisions, 
and to have no representation 
from any interests in the field of 
broadcast operation. 

Free Time 

Time is provided free by sixty» 
seven independent stations for re- 
gular broadcasts by nearly all 
members of parliament while that 
body is in session. This includes 
members of all parties. Some 
stations provide free time for 
provincial and municipal members, 
Moreover, the CBC broadcasts re- 
ferred to in the article are re- 
leased in the main by independ- 
ent stations—frequently thirty, 
forty or more, as compared to re- 
lease by eight or nine CBC sta- 
tions. 

As most people in the political 
field know, broadcasting stations 
apportion time as equally as pos- 
sible between parties at election 
time; or between the contenders 
in matters of dispute within a 
specific area. The time is not 
sold to the highest bidder, but 
sold at published rates, available 
to all, and apportioned fairly be- 
tween the parties concerned. 

The Doris French article leaves 
the inference that the Canadian 
Association of Broadcasters pays 
for or is connected with a ‘‘check- 
ing’ of CBC commentators (whose 
broadcasts are released largely hy 
the independent stations), This 
is not true. This Association does 
not ‘‘check’” any speeches, on 
CBC or elsewhere; it does not 
employ anyone to do so, has not 
made the attempt; has no knowl- 
edge of it being done. 

We trust we can count upon 
your fairness to bring these cor- 
rections of fact before your read- 
ers. 

Very truly yours, 
H. S. DAWSON. 


COMMENT BY DORIS FRENCH 

I acknowledge an error in my 
C.P.A. report which the C.A.B. 
has pointed out: I attributed some 
evidence before the committee to 
Mr. Sedgwick, counsel for C.A.B., 
which was actually given by Mr. 
Elliott, president of  Elliott- 
Haynes Limited. I think the mis- 
take was pardonable in that the 
survey, far from being ‘“inde- 
pendent” of C.A.B., was referred 
to by some M.P.’s on the commit- 
tee as the “Sedgwick survey.’ In 
the C.A.B. brief, which was print- 
ed for wholesale’ distribution 


_| some time in advance of the hear- 


ing, the Elliott-Haynes survey is 
appended, and the brief states 
that the survey is given ‘in sequel 
to the brief.’ At the hearing, 
Mr. Sedgwick concluded his read- 
ing of the brie ith these words: 
it was the intention of C.A.B., 
and it is still our hope that we 
will be able to have Mr. Elliott 
presen? hie study to this commit- 
tee..." The brief also states 
definitely, . . we have asked 
Mr. Walter Elliott, whose firm is 
responsible for these studies, to 


present his findings to you as. 


part of our brief.” 


At Request of C.A.B. 

This survey, which was fhe 
main point in my article, was 
thus obviausly introduced into the 
evidence before the committee at 
the request of C.A.B. Of the sur- 
vey itself (paid for’ by Imperial 
Oil, Aluminum Limited, Canadian 
Industries Limited, Canadian Gen- 
eral Electric and Northern Elec- 
tric) M. J. Coldwell said in com- 
mittee (page 186 of thz pYoceed- 
ings): ; 

“It was dome with the purpose 
not Oney of getting the results that 
were obtained but of doing 
propaganda work, whigh is ob- 
vious from the manner im which 
(the questions were gsked and from 


> 


made by C.A.B. in your letter, | 
have no apologies to offer. It is 
a well-known fact that private 
stations are more concerned with 
commercial programs than with 
public service features. I will 
quote A. D. Dunton, CBC Chair- 
man of the Board of Governors, 
before the committee (page 480): 

“We do see in fact some dan- 
ger to freedom of speech on the 
air through inadequate opportuni- 
ties given by private station oper- 
atars for the expression of opin- 
on on the air channels they con- 
trol. 

“The following, for instance, 
is from a letter received from sta- 
tion CFCN, Calgary. This sta- 
tion is a prominent member of the 
C.A.B., the most powerful private 
station west of Winnipeg, and its 
representatives before the com- 
mittee last year spoke hotly about 
freedom of, the air for the people 
of Alberta. The letter said: 

“*As CBC regulations require 
a station to sell time to all groups, 
if they sell to any (distribute time 
fairly), we have discontinued sell- 
ing time between elections for po- 
litical broadcasts, because about 
the only people who would spend 
money 52 weeks in the year be- 
longed to some “ism’’ or other.” 


Wants No ‘“‘isms”’ 


This prominent private station 
discontinued selling political time, 
because the CBC regulation re- 
quiring fair treatment to all would 
make it necessary to sell time to 
people whom the station regards 
contemptuously as supporting an 
“ism’’! 

Figures were required from Mr, 
Sedgwick during the committee’s 
hearings, to compare the amount 
of commercial broadcasting by 
CBC networks and by private sta- 
tions during a typical week. This 
showed the CBC using 30.82% 
commercial, to the private sta- 
tion’s (CFRB, Toronto) 53.44%. 
I think it is an obvious assumption 
that if CBC regulations did not 
insist on public service features, 
the percentage of commercial time 
on private stations would be high- 
er than this. 

The phrase I used “time sold 
to the highest bidder’’, therefore 
makes good sense. Commercial 
broadcasts are ‘paid for by people 
‘with money. An example is the 
advertising program put on by 
the “Income Taxpayers’ Associa- 
tion”, to which the Co-operative 
Associations of Canada were un- 
able to reply for lack of funds. 

C.A.B. Objective 

I said that the objective of the 
C.A.B. was commercial broadcasts 
similar to those in the United 
States. This is fully substantiated 
in the proceedings of the parlia- 
mentary committee. C.A.B. was 
asking for an independent net- 
work, of privately owned stations. 
They urged that the government 
control over this network would 
be ‘not unlike the F.C.C. exer- 
cised in the United States.” They 
said that the network “would find 
its key to success... in the Am- 
erican network shows.’ (page 
179). 

Your letter from the C.A.B. de- 
nies that they were demanding 
‘freedom from government regu- 


lation”, as my article stated. Yet - 


a very large part of their brief, 
and ‘a dominant point in their 
nation-wide advertising campalfn, 
was fcr relief from regulation ‘by 
the government of the day.” 

As to a relation between the 
C.A.B. brief and the Eliott- 
Haynes survey, an@ afother radio 
survey conducted in Toronto on 
‘left-wing’ broadcasts, I did not 
indicate wny direct link, but I did 
say, and I think it an_ entirely 
justified, statement, that all were 
“part of the same organized cam- 
paign against the CBC.” 


ASP MEAT VE PAE TET 
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i Bit of Nonsense ©) |New Ridings 


White-bearded Andre Berillon, 


He: “I am surprised that our 


of Paris, becked by the 41 text-| wedding is not mentioned in this 
books on hypnosis and psycho- calendar.” 


therapy which he has written in 
his 87 years, says ‘that by hypno- 
tism he can 
thing.” 

Could he cure a drunkard that 
way? 

Replied Berillpn: 

“IT treated an alcoholic only 
once. I put him to sleep and in 
his trance made him hold up his 
right hand, swear never again to 
use it to touch a glass containing 
alcohol. 


“The patient returned two days 
later, saying: ‘Doctor, I find I 
cannot use my right hand to drink 
with, but my left hand picks up a 
glass quite freely. Could you do 
something about it, as anyway I 
am leithandéd.’ ‘ 


“To repair this oversight, I 
hypnotized the patient and made 
him repeat the formula for his 
left hand. 

“But next week my sister told 
me she had seen my patient in a 
bar, drinking through a_ straw. 
Iver since, I have left alcoholics 
alone.’”’-—Time Magazine. 


The man who pokes fun at a 
woman trying to drive through 
a 12-foot garage door usually 
sobers up when he tries to thread 
a needle. 


C.C.F. RADIO TALKS 
Grande Prairie, CFGP, 


7:15 pam. Wednesday. 
Edmonton, CJCA, 10:15 p.m. 
Saturday. 
Calgary, CFAC, 6:15 p.m. 
Saturday. 
Lethbridge, CJOC, 6:00 p.m 
Saturday. 
Invite your friends § and 


neighbors to listen in to these 
five-minute talks each week. 


PHONE 25427 


THE GREGORY Co. 
Auto Body and Fender Work 


“We Fix Them Like New” 
Oldest Established Shop in 


Edmonton 


A. P. GREGORY, Manager 
9625 102a Avenue 


She: “Why should it be?” 
He: “It gives the dates of all the 


cure almost any-| great disasters.” 


RENT REBATES 
GIVEN SWEDISH 
POORER WORKERS 


Pensions for M.P.'s 


By REGINALD SPINK 
CPA Correspondent 


STOCKHOLM.—The beginning 
of a new era in Swedish housing 
is the description given by the 
Minister of Social Affairs, Mr. 
Gustav M@ller, to a new housing 
act that has just gone through 
the Riksdag. The law introduces 
a comprehentive system of Gov- 
ernment subsidies and loans. 

Beginning July 1, 1948, all 
families in which there are two 
children and whose taxable in- 
come does not exceed $1,000 will 
be entitled to a rent rebate of $45 
a year. Where there are five 
children the permitted income wili 
be $1,750. 

Set Standerds 

A condition for payment of the 
grant will be that the dwelling 
occupied should conform to cer- 
tain minimum requirements. This 
is to ensure that the money is 
spent on the purpose for which it 
is intended. 

Families with children who oc- 
cupy their own houses will also 
get an annual grant, and there 
will be bigger subsidies for new 
houses. 

Besides the subsidies, private 
house builders may obtain Gov- 
ernment loans on easy terms. 


Fuel Grants aaa 


Supplementary grants may also 
be made toward fuel for families 
with children. 


Pensions For M.P.’s 

The Swedish Government has 
also passed a law which provides 
pensions for members of Parlia- 
ment who have sat for at least 12 
years. The pensionable age is 65, 
and the amount will vary between 
$500 and $900 a year. 

Members will themselves con- 
tribute to the scheme at the rate 
of $5 a month. 

A similar measure was recently 
introduced by the Danish Gov- 
ernment. 


Edmonton’s FRIENDLY Store 


The BAY'S 


August Home 


Furnishings Sale 
Is NOW ON 


You'll find bargains galore in 
all the Home Furnishing De- 
partments. You are cordially 
invited to use the BAY’S Con- 
venient Credit Plans. 


udson's Day Compann. 


‘OIGRPORATED Bcf MAY 167A. 
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east, “will make it practically im- 
possible for an able critic of the 
government to come back to this 
House.” 

Protests 

Even C.C.F. and Social Credit 
members were moved ta. protest 
the ruthless damage to Conserva- 
tive chances. Yhe all-party sub- 
committee for the Saskatchewan 
redistribution washed its linen in 
the Commons chamber, when Wal- 
ter Tucker, ponderous (Liberal 
leader for that province, clashed 
with Diefenbaker. Percy Wright 
(C.C.F., Melfort) third member of 
the committee, took a referee’s po- 
sition to describe how the Saskat- 
chewan changes had been made. A 
may revising the constituencies 
was brought in by the Liberals, 
and the sub-committee got very 
little opportunity to suggest 
changes, Wright said. 

“Obviously the main purpose of 
redistribution in that province was 
to strengthen the two remaining 
Liberal seats at the expense of the 
one remaining Conservative seat. 
Aftcr that was done the Liberals 
didn’t much care what happened 
to the rest of the province,” 
Wright said. 


Ignore People’s Wishes 
“But what would have happened 
if the Conservatives had been in 
power? Exactly the opposite. No 
one seemed to be much concerned 
with the wishes of the people who 


live in the constituencies. The 
C.C.F. was able to make one 
change in the south, dividing 


Maplé& Creek from Swift Current|. 


by an east-and-west boundary in- 
stead of a north-and-south boun- 
dary, to allow those constituencies 
to follow the line of the railways 
and roads. 

“This debate strengthens the 
contention of the C.C.F. party 
that redistribution should be 
taken out of the hands of 
Parliament and dealt with by 
an independent committee. 
“Time after time we’ve seen who- 

ever was in power slit the other 
fellow’s throat, while he howled to 
high heaven. Then when the other 
fellow gets in the process is re- 
versed.” 


Gerrymandered 

The B.C. constituency of Kam- 
loops, held by P.-C. memger E. D. 
Fulton (national president of the 
Young Progressive-Conservatives) 
and the constituency of Muskoka- 
Ontario, held by P.-C. member J. 
M. Macdonnell (national president 
of the Progressive Conservative 
Association) are both “gerryman- 
dered” beyond recognition by the 
new boundary lines. Two of the 
three Conservative seats in Mani- 
toba, Neepawa (held by Bracken) 
and Portage la Prairie (held by a 
new P.-C. member, C. C. Miller) 
are to be combined in one new 
riding. Both these seats turned 
from the Liberals to the Tories 
during recent years. Finally, the 
500.000 square miles of Mackenzie 
in the north is to be added to the 
200.000 square miles of Yukon 
constituency (represented by 
George Black, P.-C.) making an ex- 
traordinarily large area almost im- 
possible of access for election pur- 
poses. 

Changes in the representation 
from the provinces, based on popu- 
lation shifts, will be as follows: 


{ . Members 
Provinec Old New 
Ontario oo... 82 83 
Quebec oo... 65 73 
Nova Scotia ............ 12, 13 
New Brunswick .... 10 1¢ 
Prince Edward 

Island Joo... 4 4. 
Manitoba ..........00.... 17 16 
Saskatchewan ......... 21 20 
Alberta 2.000... 17 17 
British Columbia - 16 18 
Yukon oo... 1 1 

245 255 

At present the 245 Ce@mmons 

seats are held by the partie? as 

follows: 

Liberals ........fo 127 
Conservatives 67 
C.C.F.o.. 38 
Social Credit ...0....0000000... 18 
Independents .................. : 7 
Bloc Populaire ............... E> 
Usaion des Electeyrs ........ q 
245 
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: Atomic Energy Werks For Health 


Plants which anche the atomic bomb and brought wartime de- 
struction are now making radioisotopes that may prolong the lives 


ef millions. 


Radioactivated Carbon 14, used in medical research, 


and which formerly cost about $1,000,000 per unit, now costs $50 
for the same amount inanufactured in the uranium pile at Oak 


Ridge, Tenn. 
periscope. 


an opening with an instrument called a 


Top, the inside of a “hot cell’ is seen through a 
Bottom, workers, check the radiation emitted through 


(Federated 


“cutie pie.” 


Pictures). 


SAVINGS BACKLOG 
ABOUT USED UP 


By LORNE INGLE 

OTTAWA— (CPA) —During 
the war we heard a good deal 
ahout the tremendous backlog of 
demand that was being built up 
through forced savings, govern- 
ment bonds, etc. What has hap- 
pened to this great reserve of 
purenasing power? 

Some information on the ques- 
tion has come to light in an ex- 
tensive Survey of Consumer Fi- 
nances recently undertaken in the 
United States for the Board of 
Governors of the Federal Reserve 
(Banking) System. The follow- 
ing is an extract from their con- 
clusions, published in the June 
issue of the Federal Reserve Bul- 
letin: 

Some consumer’ units, par- 
ticularly those in lower-income 
brackets whose income status had 
remained unchanged, showed 
weaker financial positions at the 
beginning of 1947 than at the 
beginning of 1946. Price in- 
creases during 1946 reduced the 
effective purchasing power of 
their incomes and of such savings 
as they had, and there was fre- 
quent spending of liquid asset 
holdings by lower-income groups 
during 1946 for regular living ex- 
penses and medical eare.”’ 


What this means in less tech- 
nical language is that the small 
savings which people had _ put 
aside during the war for “a rainy 
day’? have already been used up 
for ordinary living expenses. The 
Victory Bonds, which, it was 
hoped, would help tide them over 
such possible future calamities as 
illness and unemployment have 
had to be sp he in paying higher 
prices for food, clothing and rent. 

The , question might well be 
asked, “‘Who’s got those savings 
now ?” 


In the quiet of a dark cloudy 
night, two safe-robbers were pre- 
paring to open the safe of a bank 
in a small town. This would be 
the climax in a series of bank 
robberies in the whole surround- 
ing area. 

One of the thugs approached 
the safe, sat down on the floor 
and took off his shoes and socks. 
Then he started to turn the dial 
of the safe with his toes. 

“What's the matter with you? 
Are you crazy?  Let’s open this 
thing and get out of here,” said 
the partner. 

“Naw, it'll only take a minute 
longer this way,” replied the first, 
“and we'll drive them fingerprint 
experts nuts.” 


Alimony is the price of the 


fifth freedom. 


Use our Pure, Fresh, Dairy Products for Cooking 


NORTHERN ALBERTA 
DAIRY POOL LiMiTED 


(The Co-operative Dairy) 
PHONE 28104 


PERSONAL STUFF 


(Continued “from page 1) 


I don’t know what the exact score 
is, but on the night | was there 


I would say the males were out 
numbered at least six to four 
That's probably 


bility in such matters. I don’t in 1929 reached $40.11 by May. 
think it’s because the men don’t Since May cost of a number of 
want to do it, It's just that they | items have increased and still fur- 
put it off. It's like owing a fifty- ther increases are coming. 

cent debt. Nobody worries much Flour Next x 
about a fifty-cent debt. It’s casy One of the most perous., Ade 
to overlook it. Now if it were; Vances in living costs which Ca- 


a $100 debt—well, 
would worry about that 
couldn't rest until it was paid. I 


suppose there is really no one who 


ian't willing to give a 
which may save some other fel- 
low's life. And it’s only a little 
they take now, 320cc I think it is. 
They took more during the war. 
And it takes less than an hour of 
a fellow’s time, and it is ip the 
evening. So any difficulty there 
may be in getting enough donors 
in due to a lot of fellows just put- 
ting it off, or not thinking about 
it. 


9, 9, 
ote “ 


One of tha 
day was Mrs. 


% 
donors last Thurs- 
John Gow, one of 
the very best of our Edmonton 
C.C.F. women. | think Mrs. Gow 
would no doubt have been there 
anyway, but she has had reason to 
know what it will mean to some- 
body to get blood which she may 
have donated. When John Gow 
himself was very ill he had to 
have blood. And it cost them 
$25.00 for cach transfusion. You 
ean't pay that much out every 
day on tep of a hospital bill for 
very long without feeling it. So 
they know what it will mean for 
some father or mother or young- 
ster to get blood free. But of 
course people like the Gows are 
always looking for ways in. which 
they can do some good to some- 
body. They're built that way, 
God bless them! 
of ofe ° 

Tho greatness of the Red Cross 
is in providing the medium 
through which people can perform 
the neighborly act of giving their 
blood to save a_ neighbor’s life. 
Only oa big national organjzation 
could do it. It is a tremendous 
undertaking. Each clinic must be 


, 
“e 


ataffed with highly-trained tech- 
nicians and nurses. The team 
which is getting the Edmonton 


contre under way ie made up of 

young women from every prov- 

ince, with two or three from Bri- 

tain who worked with Dr. Stan- 

bury over there. It is a highly 

efficient set-up, carrying the most 

MoeeulTE” Teckriques* into the. 

community hall or = sachoolhouse 

where the mobile clinic collects 

the blood. The laboratories and 

processing plant in Edmonton are 

the very last word in technical 

equipment and skillful operation. 

It is a costly business, of course, 

and when the clinics are in oper- 

ation in every province the an- 

nual budget will probably run to 

a couple of million dollars. But} 

what's that? About fifteen cents | 

per capita of the Canadian popu- 

lation. In war the work of the 

Red Cross was as vital as any part 

of the war cffort. In peace it 

as aima to occupy an equally import- 
: ; ant place in the life of the nation. 
a 1 The blood transfusion service | 
: alone would establish its right to | 
expect the support of every Ca- | 
nadian. 


| Shop at 


because women 
have a greater sense of responsi- 


the old man 


See Further 
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65 per cent. 
The United Welfare Chest 


nadians now face will result from 
and|the government's decision to wipe 
out a $25,000,000 subsidy on flour 
milled for domestic consumption. 
little blood | Such action inevitably means an 
Impact 
of higher bread and flour prices 
will be particularly severe because 
of the manner in which many Ca- 
nadians have been forced to cut 
purchases of more 
highly nutritional foods, such as 
vegetables, fruits and dairy prod- 
use more economical 


increase in bread prices. 


down their 


ucts, and 
starches. 


ments of a family of five at 10% 
loaves of bread and 5% 
of cereal. 


$1.30 a week. 


25 per cent. 
$1.12. 


moval of ceilings on hides and 
prices. 

An end to ceilings on textiles is 
predicted for October. Welfare 
officials say their budgets allow 
only an absolute minimum of 
clothing and higher clothing prices 
would have to be met by curtail- 
ing food purchases. : 

All this points un the Congress 
contention that wages must be in- 
creased and prices lowered if Ca- 
nadian living standards are to be 
maintained. 


Alberta Wheat 


(Continued from page 1) 


of from $100 million to $125 mil- 
lion for wheat producers. 


Sought Floor Price 


“Farm people should not be led 
astray by the subtle and unfound- 
ed arguments of the supporters 
of speculative grain’ marketing. 
What the Wheat Pools sought 
from the federal government was 
a floor price for wheat extending 
over a period of years. In that 
they were supported by virtually 
every farm organization, as well 
as other groups of public men. 

“The long history of grain 
marketing in Western Canada 
shows that speculation gives no 
stability. It is built upon the 
vagarics of a great host of 
small speculators who hopeless- 
ly engage in a gamble in which 
the most of them are bound to 
lose in the end. It plunges the 
wheat producers into a_ wild 
whirlizig of price variations, 
with continual uncertainty and 
anxiety. 

“The Wheat Pools, as mention- 


led before, desired a floor price 
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the same budget, an increase of 


in 
Toronto reports that a minimum 
budget which cost $28.35 a week 


The Toronto Welfare Chest es- 
timates average weekly require- 


pounds 
Predictions are that 
price increases in this field will 
up the family budget by about 


Price ceilings are also expected 
to be lifted on meat with the pos- 
sibility that prices may advance 
That would mean a 
meat budget of $4.25 would go up 
Probably coupled with a 
lifting of meat ceilings will be re- 


leather, resulting in higher shoe 


PEOPLE’S WEEKLY 


for wheat. In order to provide 
same the federal government en- 
tered into a forward contract 
with Britain to deliver 600 mil- 
lion bushels of wheat over a four- 
year period at bottom prices rang- 
ing from $1.55 to $1.00 a bushel. 
On the basis of this contract the 
federal government guaranteed to 
the producer a bottom price of 
$1.35 a bushel up until July 31, 
1950. Wheat is sold in Canada 
for domestic consumption on the 
same basis. Other countries im- 
porting Canadian wheat pay going 
world prices. , 
Can't Pay More 

“The United Kingdom is in no 
financial shape to pay _ higher 
prices for imported wheat. To be 
frank, the United Kingdom is on 
the verge of financial bankruptcy, 
and it is probable that the grain 
Canada is now selling to her on 
credit will eventually be paid for 
out of the Dominion treasury. 
The British, proud of their high 
position in the pre-war world, may 
not like this statement but it is 
the truth. 

“Under such _— circumstances 
there is something to be said in 
favor of a larger payment for 
wheat out of the Dominion trea- 
sury. This can readily be done 
without. the resumption of specu- 
lative marketing. But to ask 
Britain, in the face of the ter- 
rible economic crisis in which that 
country now finds itself, to pay 
more for wheat, is to assume a 
position of avarice and greed such 
as certainly has not been charac- 
teristic of Canadians in the past. 


“Tear-Jerkers’’ at Work 

“In this country it is interest- 
ing to note the attitude of a cer- 
tain grain trade propagandist. 
One week he writes “‘tear-jerkers”’ 
about the unfortunate British and 
the next week he is trying to soak 
them $2.63 a bushel for the wheat 
they need in order to keep alive. 


“Farmers should not forget 
that the British wheat market 
is the most important in the 
world, that the British will be 
wheat buyers for generations to 
come, and that Canada, through 
fair dealing dtring the present 
crisis, is likely to obtain the in- 
side track on tifat vital market. 

“All this talk about the loss of 
$100 million, while sensational, is 
unconvincing. There has been no 
such loss. The federal treasury, 
which is supplying the funds to 
purchase Canadian wheat for ex- 
port, can at any time increase the 
funds in custody of the Wheat 
Board available for eventual dis- 
tribution to the farmers. The 
Wheat Pools are quite agreeable 
and even anxious to join in any 
nation-wide campaign to have 
such funds increased. Of course, 
the Canadian tax.ayer will have 
to foot the bill, but the contri- 
bution western agriculture has 
made to the war effort and to the 
general welfare of the nation has 
earned the right of further finan- 
cial consideration. Eastern fin- 
ancial interests, now siding with 
the speculative marketing propa- 
‘gandists, seem to have no objec- 
tion to such a proposal, so it 
should gain general acceptance 
throughout Canada. 

“But the Wheat Pools, who 
never in all their history tried to 
gouge the British consumers, even 
when that nation was prosperous, 
certainly do not believe the Brit- 
ish people, now passing through 
an economic Gethsemane, should 
be called upon to stretch their 
limited resources further.” 
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Farmers Protes 


(Continued, from page 1) 


duction in the field, had made 
over-all profits from the oil in- 
dustry, but insisted that the De- 
partment of Lands and Mines 
were able to verify the position 
that generally less had been re- 
turned than had been spent. 
Royalty Too High? y 

He contended that 124%% con- 
stituted a heavy tax on produc- 
tion. That is the amount of the 
royalty presently collected. ‘“A 
great many of you will have no 
reason to be interested in this 
quotation at all,’? he said, ‘‘be- 
cause the field is not going to ex- 
tend any great distance.” 

The Farmer’s Surface Rights 
Protective Association is working 
in conjunction with the A.F.U. to 
protect the rights of the farmers 
on whose land drilling occurs, the 
mineral rights to which are vest- 
ed in the Crown and have been 
leased to the oil companies. The 
meeting was one of a series called 
to try to find some formula or 
basis for settlement, fair to the 
farmer, and having due regard to 
the size of the field and its rev- 
enue possibilities. 

A.F.U. Program 

R. H. Boutillier, Secretary of 
the A.F.U., who followed Mr. 
Ansley, quoted directly from the 
Farmers’ Action programme 
bocklet in its final paragraph 
which reads in part: ‘‘We here- 
with reiterate our long estab- 
lished policy, that the natural 
resources of the province and 
the nation are the heritage of 
the people and should, therefore, 
remain in the ownership of the 
people and be operated in the 
interests of the people with at 
all times due consideration to 
preservation of such natural 
resources for the benefit of fu- 
ture generations... '% 

Mr. Boutillier stopped suoting 
at this point and on a matcer of 
privilege Mr. Ansley read ‘the 
rest, after claiming that if what 
had been read by Mr. Boutillier 
was the policy of the A.F.U., he, 
Mr. Ansley, did not know it. 

The rest of the quotation says: 
“and further that public utilties 
used by all the people, such as 
banks, publicly-used transporta- 
tion, and electrical services should 
be owned by the people and oper- 
ated for the service of the people. 
We believe that in the achieve- 
ment of Parity and the building 
of an equitable state of society, 
co-operation is essential.” 

Challenged by Ansley 

The inference given by Mr. 
Ansley was that oil was not men- 
tioned and so was not properly 
part of the resources. 

Mr. Ansley suggested that Mr. 
Boutillier, Secretary, and jMye 
Stimpfle, president of the A.F.U., 
were introducing political propa- 
ganda and espousing the platform 
of a political party. He said “if 
that is the programme of the 
A.F.U. it is the first time I knew 
it.”” 

Mr. Stimpfle in reply pointed 
out that this was the decision of 
the A.F.U. convention three years 
ago before either himself or Mr. 
Boutillier held the offices they 
now held. The booklet carries 
the name of H. E. Nichols, now a 
propaganda employee of. the So- 
cial Credit government and Mr. 
Stimpfle said Mr. Nichols was a 
member of the committee set up 
by the convention to draw up the 


program. . 


Not S.C. Program 

When « member of tke audi- 
ence rose to say that the very 
same position had been part of the 
programme outlineti’ by Mr. Aber- 
hart in 1935, that from such nat- 
ural resources was to come the 
national dividend, Mr. Ansley took 
the opportunity to publicly deny 
that ownership and operation by 
the people in the fnterests of the 
people had ever been or was now 
a part of the policy of Social 
Credit. Social Credit, he said, 
believed in Free Private Enter- 
prise and through financial in- 
struments alone proposed to dis- 
tribute the natural heritage of the 
people. 

“There is n& Social Credit 
in Alberta yet,” said Mr. Ans- 
Fey, “although we have shown 
by our legislative Acts how it 

‘ 
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may be done. The Dominion of 
Canada, the Supreme Court 


and the Privy Council have de- 

nied these acts as within the 

jurisdiction of the Province,” 
Tired Of It 

C. J. Stimpfle, President of the 
A.F.U. opened his remarks by 
saying he was tired of hearing 
of the poor little oil companies 
the poor little railway companies. 
and the poor little machine éom. 
panies. He said that when the 
farmers had gone on strike |ast 
year they had been accused of 
starving the children and families 
of Europe by withholding food 
but on a recent visit to the Leduc 
oil field he had observed three or 
four instances where an oil well 
had been set up right in the mid- 
dle of a grain field when within. 
a few rods there was black sum- 
merfallow. 

If the oil companies, he 
asked, had spent more money 
in the oil search than had been 
returned to them; whose money 
was it? It was money that had 
been taken from the customers 
and not one penny of it was 
the money of the oil compan. 
ies, he said. Whatever oil costs 
the companies to produce, the 
customers will pay for it in the 
price of the commodity when 
they used it, and indeed, he said, 
they had already paid for it be- 
fore it was spent. 

He said the A.F.U. was in ex. 
istence to fight collectively the 
battles of the farmers of this 
province and he called on the 
to support their own 
A.F.U. organization so that it 
might have the strength so to do. 
He said it was the duty of gov- 
ernments to concern themselves 
with the problems of the people 
and be guided by the instructions 
of the organized groups. 

“Not Propaganda” 

He denied that he was in any 
way spreading propaganda in the 
interests of any political party 
and that if there was a similarity 
between the programme of the 
A.F.U. and any political party, the 
A.F.U. programme was one that 
had been determined independent 
of any political party and_ had 
been endorsed on three occasions 
at least in convention of A.F.U. 
delegates. 

Two resolutions were passed by 
the meeting. Both are evidence 
that the proposal of the Board of 
Arbitration are not acceptable. 
Both are based on the probable 
income from the oil and recognize 
that the oil companies are in the 
field for profit and will charge 
for oil products what is neces- 
sary to cover the cost. 

The resolutions follow: 

“That in the opinion of this 
meeting the decision (of the 
Arbitration board) is entirely 
inadequate; that in particular 
there should be an alternative 
“Wittitt ‘the*chdice of the Res- 
pondent (Bilozer), based on 
the possibility that, with en oil 
well in the back yard, the owner 
may not want to continue farm- 
ing operations on this land; 
therefore the oil company be 
required, forthwith, to indemni- 
fy such owner by outright pur- 
chase at the rate per acre and 
using the formula set out in the 
decision of the Board of Arbi- 
tration, i.e., $75 per acre; 50% 
for inconvenience and_ sever- 
ance; one-third for compulsory 
taking. 

“The proposal then would be: 
“160 acres at $75 

per acre $12,000 
“Plus 50% for inconveni- 


ence and severance.... 6,000 
“Plus one-third for 

compulsory taking.... 6,000 

Total 2.0.0.0... Seat $24,000 


“Ff the owner decided to stay 
on the farm with one or more oil 
wells in operation theron the pro- 
posal should be: 

“That in case Respondent (Bil- 
ezer) does not want to sell oF 
move off the farm because an oil 
well or wells have been drilled, 
compensation for inconvenience 
and severance and_ compulsory 
taking be paid at the rate of $4, 
000 for each well drilled on the 
property to cover inconvenience, 
severance and compulsory taking.” 

The probable income from the 
well affected by the decision 8 
dikely to be, for a minimum perl 
od of 20 years and at the present 
“price of crude; nearly $3,000,000. 
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